SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 TONE 8
9th Sunday after PentecostTranslation of the Relics of the Protomartyr and
Archdeacon Stephen from Jerusalem to Constantinople

Tone 8 Troparion (Resurrection)
Thou didst descend from on high, O Merciful One!

Thou didst accept the three day burial to free us from our sufferings!//
O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to Thee!

Tone 4 Troparion (St. Stephen)

Thy relics have risen from the depths of the earth,

like a treasury for the immortal life of all creation.

The Church, rejoicing in the grace that she receives from them,
dutifully honors thee, O Protomartyr Stephen./ /

Preserve us from error and heresy by thine intercession!

Troparion You were bound for good deeds, O martyr of Christ: George, by faith
You Conquered the torturer’s godlessness. You were offered as a sacrifice
Pleasing to God; thus, you received the crown of victory. Through your
Intercessions, Forgiveness of sins is granted to all

Tone 8 Kontakion (Resurrection)
By rising from the tomb, Thou didst raise the dead and resurrect Adam.

Eve exults in Thy Resurrection,/ /and the world celebrates Thy rising from the
dead, O greatly Merciful One!

Tone 6 Kontakion (St. Stephen)

Thou wast the first to be sown on the earth by the Heavenly Husbandman, O all-
praised one,and wast the first to shed thy blood on the earth for Christ, O
blessed one. Thou wast the first to receive the crown of victory from Him
in heaven,// O Stephen, first of the suffering God-crowned martyrs.



Kontakion God raised you as his own gardener, O George, for you have
Gathered For Yourself sheaves of virtue. Having sown in tears, you now reap
With joy, You shed your blood in combat and won Christ as your crown.
Through your Intercessions, Forgiveness of sins is granted to all

Kontakion Steadfast Protectress of Christians./constant advocate before

The Creator,/ do not despise the entreaties of us sinners,/but in your goodness
Hasten to help us who cry out to you with faith/Speedily hear

Our petition and Intercede for us. Theotokos,/for you always protect those
Who Honor you.

Tone 8 Prokeimenon (Resurrection)
Pray and make your vows / before the Lord, our God! (Ps. 75:100)

V. In Judah God is known; His Name is great in Israel. (Ps. 75:1)

Epistle
(128) 1 Corinthians 3:9-17

Tone 8
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

V. Come, let us rejoice in the Lord! Let us make a joyful noise to God our
Savior! (Ps. 94:1)

V. Let us come before His face with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to Him
with songs of praise! (Ps. 94:2)

Gospel
(59) Matthew 14:22-34

Communion Hymn

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (ps. 14:1)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!



Announcements

Saturdays 5.pm Orthodox study Vespers 6.pm

Sundays Hours 9.00am Divine Liturgy 9.30 am

Catechumens to participate in zoom classes on a Thursdays at 7.pm with
Father Anderson please let him know so he can admit you into the meeting
https:/ / sjohnofdamascus.org/ calendar/

If anyone needs to get a hold of Father Anderson Michael Anderson phone
Number (858) 717-2172 vrevkmichaela@gmail.com

Or See Marleen 760 669-4647

Please visit our bookstore which is located in the church hall

Dormition fast August 1st to August 14th,2026

Dormition of the Theotokos

The feast of the Dormition or Falling-asleep of the Theotokos is celebrated on the
fifteenth of August, preceded by a two-week fast. This feast, which is also
sometimes called the Assumption, commemorates the death, resurrection and
glorification of Christ’s mother. It proclaims that Mary has been “assumed” by
God into the heavenly kingdom of Christ in the fullness of her spiritual and
bodily existence.

As with the nativity of the Virgin and the feast of her entrance to the temple,
there are no biblical or historical sources for this feast. The Tradition of the
Church is that Mary died as all people die, not “voluntarily” as her Son, but by
the necessity of her mortal human nature which is indivisibly bound up with the
corruption of this world.

The Orthodox Church teaches that Mary is without personal sins. In the Gospel
of the feast, however, in the liturgical services and in the Dormition icon, the
Church proclaims as well that Mary truly needed to be saved by Christ as all
human persons are saved from the trials, sufferings and death of this world; and
that having truly died, she was raised up by her Son as the Mother of Life and
participates already in the eternal life of paradise which is prepared and
promised to all who “hear the word of God and keep it” (Lk11.27-28).

In giving birth, you preserved your virginity. In falling asleep you did not
forsake the world, O Theotokos. You were translated to life, O Mother of Life,
and by your prayers, you deliver our souls from death (Troparion).


https://stjohnofdamascus.org/calendar/
mailto:vrevkmichaela@gmail.com

Neither the tomb, nor death, could hold the Theotokos, who is constant in prayer
and our firm hope in her intercessions. For being the Mother of Life, she was
translated to life, by the One who dwelt in her virginal womb (Kontakion).

The services of the feast repeat the main theme, that the Mother of Life has
“passed over into the heavenly joy, into the divine gladness and unending
delight” of the Kingdom of her Son (Vesperal hymn). The Old Testament
readings, as well as the gospel readings for the Vigil and the Divine Liturgy, are
exactly the same as those for the feast of the Virgin’s nativity and her entrance
into the Temple. Thus, at the Vigil we again hear Mary say: “My soul magnifies
the Lord and my Spirit rejoices in God my Saviour” (Lk 1.47). At the Divine
Liturgy we hear the letter to the Philippians where Saint Paul speaks of the self-
emptying of Christ who condescends to human servitude and ignoble death in
order to be “highly exalted by God his Father” (Phil 2.5-11). And once again we
hear in the Gospel that Mary’s blessedness belongs to all who “hear the word of
God and keep it” (Lk 11.27-28).

Thus, the feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos is the celebration of the fact
that all men are “highly exalted” in the blessedness of the victorious Christ, and
that this high exaltation has already been accomplished in Mary the Theotokos.
The feast of the Dormition is the sign, the guarantee, and the celebration that
Mary’s fate is, the destiny of all those of “low estate” whose souls magnify the
Lord, whose spirits rejoice in God the Saviour, whose lives are totally dedicated
to hearing and keeping the Word of God which is given to men in Mary’s child,
the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.

Finally it must be stressed that, in all of the feasts of the Virgin Mother of God in
the Church, the Orthodox Christians celebrate facts of their own lives in Christ
and the Holy Spirit. What happens to Mary happens to all who imitate her holy
life of humility, obedience, and love. With her all people will be “blessed” to be
“more honorable than the cherubim and beyond compare more glorious than the
seraphim” if they follow her example. All will have Christ born in them by the
Holy Spirit. All will become temples of the living God. All will share in the
eternal life of His Kingdom who live the life that Mary lived.

In this sense everything that is praised and glorified in Mary is a sign of what is
offered to all persons in the life of the Church. It is for this reason that Mary, with
the divine child Jesus within her, is called in the Orthodox Tradition the Image of
the Church. For the assembly of the saved is those in whom Christ dwells.



