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Tone 3 Troparion
(Resurrection)
Let the heavens rejoice! / Let the earth be glad! / For the Lord
has shown strength with His arm. / He has trampled down
death by death. / He has become the first born of the dead./
He has delivered us from the depths of hell, / and has granted
to the world// great mercy.
Tone 1 Troparion
(Meeting of Our Lord)
Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, Full of Grace! / From thee shone
the Sun of Righteousness, ^Christ our God, / enlightening
those who sat in darkness. / Rejoice and be glad, O righteous
Elder, / thou didst accept in thine arms the ^Redeemer of our
souls, / Who grants us the Resurrection!
Tone 3 Kontakion
(Resurrection)
On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Merciful One, /
leading us from the gates of death. / On this day Adam exults
as Eve rejoices; / with the Prophets and Patriarchs// they unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Thy power.
Tone 1 Kontakion
(Meeting of Our Lord)
By Thy Nativity Thou didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb
and didst bless Simeon’s hands, ^O Christ God. / Now Thou
hast come and saved us through love. / Grant peace to all Orthodox Christians, / O only Lover of Man!

Matthew 15:21-28 (Gospel)
Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the region of
Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a woman of Canaan came from
that region and cried out to Him, saying, “Have mercy on me,
O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely demonpossessed.” But He answered her not a word. And His disciples
came and urged Him, saying, “Send her away, for she cries out
after us.” But He answered and said, “I was not sent except to
the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” Then she came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, help me!” But He answered and
said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to
the little dogs.” And she said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little
dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.”
Then Jesus answered and said to her, “O woman, great is your
faith! Let it be to you as you desire.” And her daughter was
healed from that very hour.
Sermon on the Meeting of our Lord in the Temple
On February 2nd the Church celebrates the great feast of The Meeting of our
Lord in the Temple. The Gospel lesson for that day relates how the mother of Jesus brought Him to the temple, as was the custom and requirement under the
God-given Law of Moses, of Israel (Exodus 13:2, 12; Leviticus 12:2-8). When the
righteous Simeon, who received Christ in his arms at the temple, saw the child,
he knew immediately that this was the Redeemer promised by all of Israel’s
prophecies, for the elder was inspired by the Holy Spirit (Luke 2:26-27). Being inspired, he himself uttered prophetic words which form the hymn sung or chanted
at the end of every Vespers service: “Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in
peace, according to Thy word; for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation which Thou
hast prepared before the face of Thy people, a light to lighten the gentiles, and
the glory of Thy people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32).God literally entered the world, into
time and history. He was physically present in the midst of His people, His creatures whom He loves. Our Lord took on human nature in order to reconcile unto
Himself, man who had strayed far from the Source of his life..In taking on the
“form of a servant” God, at the same time, in the Person of Christ, fulfilled every
requirement of the Law that He Himself had given to His people through Moses.
He demonstrated, thereby, that everything that had happened in Israel’s history
could not be described merely as a succession of unrelated events. Rather this
was a history with a definite goal: the salvation of mankind. He identified Himself
as the Director of that history and fulfilled its expectation.

When the righteous Simeon took the child into His arms and declared that this
indeed was Salvation Incarnate, the “Light to lighten the gentiles, and the glory
of Israel,” a new era began; the era of God’s presence among His children. To
this day, all of the Church’s celebrations, no matter what the event commemorated may be, whether in the life of Christ, of the Theotokos, or of the saints, all
are celebrations of Christ and the establishment on earth of the Kingdom of His
presence. He initiated this Kingdom and promised its ultimate realization. And
now, just as the Old Israel had awaited the beginning of God’s Kingdom, the
New Israel (the Church) awaits the Second and Glorious Coming of Christ and
the fullness of His Kingdom, revealed. Although all of our celebrations are intimately rooted in the knowledge that we have been called for complete communion with Christ and to live in function of His Kingdom to which we already
belong, we still live in a world that has for the most part rejected what Christ
gave it, that is, authentic life “in abundance,” life with real purpose and meaning. We Christians, in spite of having accepted what God’s intervention in human affairs gave us, slip repeatedly and fall into the great temptation to convert
the things of this world into gods. We are constantly attracted by ways of seeking happiness and fulfillment that exclude God. This, of course, always proves to
be vain and futile. So our lives vacillate, back and forth, between the assurance
of salvation and indifference, between moments of real joy because we know
that God is with us, and moments of boredom because we cannot give ourselves
totally over to Him. Every Christian celebration reaches its climax in the Divine
Liturgy for the feast. In this sacred work, when God’s people assemble in His
name, we actually become participants in the Heavenly Kingdom to come. We
are as literally present with Christ in His future Kingdom as the Apostles were
with Him at the Last Supper. So the Kingdom is initiated among us and we enjoy
it before our time, by anticipation. This is what every Eucharist is; this is what
our feasts and celebrations are all about, and that is why the Eucharist is the
very center of all of them. I will emphasize again, however, that although what
we have said is true, we continually orient our lives towards everyday pursuits,
often living as though we had never experienced this divine reality. That is why
repentance and penitential seasons are in order. That is why in approximately
one month we will enter the Great Fast or Lent during which time we are exhorted to repent of our sins. What is important for us Christians is that we have
really “seen the True Light, received the Heavenly Spirit, found the true faith” in
this experience of the Kingdom of God. The question we must all ask ourselves
sincerely, however, is “what are we like when we return into this world after
this Heavenly experience?” To Christ Who willed to be held in the arms of the
righteous Simeon for our salvation be glory, honor and worship, now and ever
and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Archbishop Dmitri (Royster)

Calendar of Events – Starting today: February 03
Sunday

02/03 9:10am - Hours 9:30am - Divine Liturgy

Monday

02/04 6:00pm - Choir practice at the church

Tuesday

02/05

Wednesday

02/06 NO Office Hours

Thursday

02/07

Friday

02/08

Saturday

02/09 6:00pm - Great Vespers and Confessions

Sunday

02/10 9:10am - Hours 9:30am - Divine Liturgy

Weekly announcements, looking ahead:
 NO Office Hours this Wednesday, due to on-going house blessings
 Thank you!! To so many who have filled out membership forms and
who have come to confession.
 Choir practice is scheduled for Monday at 6pm this week
 Please not that our annual parish meeting has been postponed until 24th of February!

Please keep our brothers and sisters in your prayers this week:
For good health and healing: Souraya, Alice, Basil, Christina, Eddie, Juan, Ruth, Nicholas, Mary, Dragosh, Sonia, Doreen, Peter,
Denise, Mary-Nellie, Jordan, Traci and the child to be born of her.
Matushka Joan.
Memory Eternal: Newly Departed Vasilios.

