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8th Sunday after Pentecost The Dormition of our Most Holy Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary        
in today’s Gospel reading, we learn that even the lord needed a place of solitude, a quiet place to meditate and  pray. To 

withdraw from the world around him. We hear that the news somehow and not surprisingly got out. And a great 

multitude was waiting for him! The Lord seeing the multitude had compassion on them, healed them and taught them, 

and wanted to feed them. But his disciples still lacking in complete faith were not sure how they can provide for such a 

crowd (over five thousand men beside women and children). This event dear brothers and sisters is so important it is 

recorded in all four Gospels! And it is a sign not understood by the people! They thought he filled their belly with five 

loves and two fishes! But the lord referred to himself as the (bread of life, he that comes to him shall never hunger. And he 

that believes in him shall never thirst). Today we also celebrate the Dormition of the most Holy Theotokos and ever 

Virgin Mary. Judging from the reading one will draw the conclusion that it doesn’t have anything to do with her 

Dormition. But in fact this reading is read several times a year to celebrate the Mother of God!  In Philippians we hear 

Saint Paul telling them and us to be obedient and humble. That quality is found in the Most Holy Mother of God the 

Theotokos. She is humbled in listening to the Angel and to serve God, to fall in the background in the new testaments. 

And obedient in telling the angel not caring for what the world would do to her.  She said (be it unto me according to your 

words). We need to learn from her, she was not put on a pedestal and elevated in her time. She is the perfect Christian 

example.  And in the Gospel is also more surprising! Martha is busy with worldly things and serving but Mary is at the 

feet of Christ listening and absorbing. And the lord said that Mary had chosen the better part. One that can’t be taken 

away from her! We are surrounded by earthly care,  Martha wasn’t doing anything wrong but the better part belongs to 

Mary. In the cherubic hymn we say let us lay aside all earthly care. Pride egotism authority.. The lord himself said to the 

women that raised her voice and said (“Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the breasts which nursed you!”) And he 

said yes indeed she is blessed among women, but blessed even more who hear the word of the lord and keep it. And the 

mother of God the Theotokos most certainly heard and kept his words. In Christ always!  

   Tone 7 Troparion (Resurrection) 

By Thy Cross Thou didst destroy death. To the thief Thou didst open Paradise. For the Myrrhbearers 

Thou didst change weeping into joy, and Thou didst command Thy disciples, O Christ God, to proclaim 

that Thou art risen,// granting the world great mercy. 

   Tone 1 Troparion (Feast)  

In giving birth thou didst preserve thy virginity. In falling asleep thou didst not forsake the world, O 

Theotokos. Thou wast translated to life, O Mother of Life,// and by thy prayers thou dost deliver our souls 

from death.                       

Troparion ST. George:You were…….Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit  

      Tone 7 Kontakion (Resurrection) 

The dominion of death can no longer hold men captive, for Christ descended, shattering and destroying its 

powers. Hell is bound, while the Prophets rejoice and cry: “The Savior has come to those in faith;// enter, 

you faithful, into the Resurrection!” 

   Tone 2 Kontakion (Feast) 

Neither the tomb, nor death, could hold the Theotokos, who is constant in prayer and our firm hope in her 

intercessions. For being the Mother of Life,// she was translated to life by the One Who dwelt in her 

virginal womb. 

Kontakion St.George…Now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Steadfast protectress of Christian   

         Tone 7 Prokeimenon (Resurrection) 

The Lord shall give strength to His people. / The Lord shall bless His people with peace. (Ps. 28:11) 
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V. Offer to the Lord, O you sons of God! Offer young rams to the Lord! (Ps. 28:1a) 

  Tone 3 Prokeimenon (Song of the Theotokos) 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, / and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. (Lk. 1:46-47)  

 Epistle    (124) 1 Corinthians 1:10-18    (240) Philippians 2:5-11 (Feast)         

Tone 7 Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! V. It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to Thy Name, 

O Most High. (Ps. 91:1) V. To declare Thy mercy in the morning, and Thy truth by night. (Ps. 91:2a) 

Tone 8 V. Arise, O Lord, into Thy rest, Thou and the Ark of Thy sanctification! (Ps. 131:8) 

 Gospel    (58) Matthew 14:14-22     (54) Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28 (Feast) 

(Instead of “It is truly meet…,” we sing:) The Angels, as they looked upon the Dormition of the Virgin,  

were struck with wonder,  seeing how the Virgin went up from earth to heaven. The limits of nature are 

overcome in thee, O Pure Virgin: for birthgiving remains virginal, and life is united to death; a virgin after 

childbearing and alive after death,thou dost ever save thine inheritance, O Theotokos. 

Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) I will 

receive the cup of salvation and call on the Name of the Lord. (Ps. 115:4) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

                                                     Orthodox Saints Quotes                      
“It was right that the eyewitnesses and minsters of the Word should see the Dormition of His Mother according to 

the flesh, even the final mystery concerning her:  hence, they might be witnesses not only to the Ascension of the 

Saviour but also it to the translation of her who gave Him birth. Assembled from all parts obey divine power, they 

came to Sion, and sped on her way to heaven the Virgin who is higher than the cherubim.”+ St. John of Damascus 

“Our preparation for meeting the heavenly King, and for the inheritance of eternal life in heaven, should consist of 

these things. The heavenly King desires souls adorned with immutable virtue, souls prepared so that the Very Lord 

Himself could abide in them. Do not marvel that the Very Lord wants to live in us. In fact the human soul is more 

spacious than the heavens and the earth, for it exists in the image of God. And if one removes sins from the soul, the 

Lord of all will settle in it and will fill it with Himself. “We will come to him and make our dwelling with him” 

(John 14:23), says the Lord about the souls who love Him.And so, ye participants in the Christian feasts, and 

especially the present feast of the Dormition of the Mother of God, ye who are brightly adorned with every virtue 

and translated to the heavenly kingdom, to Her Son and God, proclaim to each and every one about preparing their 

souls to be the dwelling place of the Lord, about continual repentance, and about the incorruptible adornment of 

Christian virtue. Let your death also be unashamed and peaceful, serving as the pledge of a good answer at the dread 

judgment seat of Christ. Amen.”— St. John of Kronstadt, Sermon on the Dormition of the Theotokos 

†prayers for the livings: Archbishop Benjamin, Grace and her parents, Chris, Luka, Abbot 

Tryphon, the child of God Monika, Nick, Sam, Marleen and their children , Debrutu, Alex Janice 

and their family, Janice, Elizabeth, Daniel and their children, Vaso, Kimon, Konstantinos, Hubby, 

Eva ,Angela , Sonya and Dragosh, Timothy, Eric & Betsy and their Children, Michael,  Sharalyn, 

Salwa& Steven, Adrian and his family, Mihali and Sophia, Marin ,Maximos,  jonette, Anastasia,  

Mimi , Gus & Vicky. 

 Prayers for the Departed: all the orthodox that lies here and there sleep in the Lord especially the  

Newly departed servant of God. Joseph and Antouan marine      

    Important Note  

With great sadness, I have to announce that the event with Dr. Jeanie for this October had been 

canceled. There is an idea circulating that I’m wasting church resources, and that Dr. Jeanie should 

help our church???  (I couldn’t disagree more) my dear brothers and sisters, in an Orthodox 

Church there is only one Authority. And that is the Bishop’s. He is always aware of what is going 

on and I seek his blessing first. Never the less, even with that and the entire council members’ 

approval it seems that there are some who are questioning this. I can honestly give you one advice 

we should jump with joy at every opportunity that would feed us spiritually.  With this kind of 

mentality to expect things for free or at a discount!  You will never have a church.  I love you all, 

pray for me! 

 


